Housing Diversity in Children’s Literature by Earhart, Carla
Purdue University 
Purdue e-Pubs 
Charleston Library Conference 
Housing Diversity in Children’s Literature 
Carla Earhart 
Ball State University, cearhart@bsu.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/charleston 
 Part of the Civic and Community Engagement Commons, Cognition and Perception Commons, 
Collection Development and Management Commons, Community-Based Research Commons, 
Educational Assessment, Evaluation, and Research Commons, Elementary Education and Teaching 
Commons, Human Ecology Commons, Human Geography Commons, Modern Literature Commons, Place 
and Environment Commons, Pre-Elementary, Early Childhood, Kindergarten Teacher Education Commons, 
Real Estate Commons, Social Psychology Commons, Social Psychology and Interaction Commons, Urban 
Studies Commons, and the Urban Studies and Planning Commons 
An indexed, print copy of the Proceedings is also available for purchase at: 
http://www.thepress.purdue.edu/series/charleston. 
You may also be interested in the new series, Charleston Insights in Library, Archival, and Information 
Sciences. Find out more at: http://www.thepress.purdue.edu/series/charleston-insights-library-archival-
and-information-sciences. 
Carla Earhart, "Housing Diversity in Children’s Literature" (2016). Proceedings of the Charleston Library 
Conference. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284316439 
This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. Please 







































































































































































       NEGATIVE            UNSURE/NEUTRAL                     POSITIVE 
 
• Dirty______________________________________________________________________________Clean 
 
• Ugly___________________________________________________________________________Attractive 
 
• Sad______________________________________________________________________________Happy 
 
• Unfriendly_______________________________________________________________________Friendly 
 
• Uneducated_____________________________________________________________________Educated 
 
• Poor____________________________________________________________________________Wealthy 
 
• Needy______________________________________________________________________Self‐Sufficient 
 
• Unhelpful________________________________________________________________________Helpful 
 
• Loud______________________________________________________________________________Quiet 
 
• Clumsy_________________________________________________________________________Graceful 
 
• Lazy__________________________________________________________________________Productive 
 
• Boring___________________________________________________________________________Exciting 
 
• Unhealthy_______________________________________________________________________Healthy 
 
Only 15 of the 50 books were determined to be 
apartment‐friendly, including these favorites of the 
class: 
 
• Blackout (written and illustrated by John 
Rocco) 
 
• My Building (written by Robin Isabel 
Ahrens, illustrated by Ilja Bereznickas 
 
• Riverside Kids series (written by Johanna 
Hurwitz, illustrated by Debbie Tilley) 
 
• The ABC Book of American Homes (written 
by Michael Shoulders, illustrated by Sarah 
Brannen) 
 
• The City Kid and the Suburb Kid (written by 
Deb Pilutti, illustrated by Linda Bleck) 
 
• The House of Joyful Living (written by Roni 
Schotter, illustrated by Terry Widener) 
 
• The Imaginary Garden (written by Andrew 
Larsen, illustrated by Irene Luxbacher) 
 
• Zapato Power series (written by Jacqueline 
Jules, illustrated by Miguel Benitez) 
 
Students were especially excited to have found the 
Riverside Kids series and the Zapato Power series, 
which resulted in telephone interviews with each of 
the authors.  
 
For the remainder of the project, a group of student 
leaders served as project assistants, while 
interdisciplinary teams of students worked with a 
total of six outreach locations in the greater Muncie, 
Indiana, area: 
 
• Appletree Childcare 
 
• Grissom Elementary School 
• Huffer Memorial Children’s Center 
 
• Kennedy Public Library 
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• Muncie Boys & Girls Club 
 
• Yorktown Community Library 
 
Assessment of the book collections at these 
outreach locations were deemed to be lacking in 
apartment‐friendly literature. As a result, these 
student teams selected apartment‐friendly books to 
donate to these locations. Many of the groups also 
read the apartment‐friendly books to the children in 
these locations.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Students hosted a public showcase to share project 
results with the community. The event included 
refreshments, information about the positive 
aspects of apartments, displays of apartment‐
friendly children’s books, and a summary of the 
interviews with children’s book authors Johanna 
Hurwitz and Jacqueline Jules. Students discussed the 
project with attendees, which included librarians, 
teachers, city officials, other university students, and 
project sponsors.  
 
In evaluating the project, the students, the 
instructor, and the outreach locations all had a 
positive experience with the activities. The only 
downside reported was the need for more time and 
more funding to provide even more apartment‐
friendly books to more locations.  
 
Credit is extended to the Ball State University 
Residential Property Management Advisory Board  
for their sponsorship of the book donations and the 
showcase event.  
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